
HB 1993 -- PUBLIC RECORDS

SPONSOR: Cornejo

This bill specifies that reasonable notice includes making
available copies of a notice to any member of the public concurrent
with the notice being made available to the members of the
particular governmental body and posting the notice on a bulletin
board or other prominent place which is easily accessibly to the
public and clearly designated for that purpose at the principal
office of the body holding the meeting, or if no such office exits
at the building in which the meeting is to be held.

The bill prohibits any action or discussion from being undertaken
on any item not appearing on the posted agenda, except that members
of a public governmental body or its staff may briefly respond to
statements made or questions posed by members of the public
attending a public meeting.

The required public notice must be given at least 48 hours, or 24
hours for the General Assembly of Missouri and any committee
thereof, prior to the meeting being held.

Meeting minutes are required to reflect a summary of the discussion
occurring during any closed meeting, but these provisions do not
require the disclosure of records or votes that are otherwise
properly closed under the law. No action may be taken by a public
body without a vote, either by roll call or by voice vote.

When public disclosure is required by the law, the disclosure must
be done orally or in writing, or both, and must occur at the next
scheduled open meeting of the public body or at the resumption of a
recessed or subsequent open meeting, whichever is closest to the
timelines for disclosure.

The name of the individual, corporation, or other business entity
and the amount of any public funding provided to that individual,
corporation, or other business entity by the public institution of
higher education is deemed as records that are open for public
inspection.

Members of a public governmental body, their attorneys and staff
assistants, and any other person necessary to provide information
are the only individuals permitted to attend a closed meeting.

Every custodian of a public governmental body must create and
maintain an index of all public records maintained by its public
governmental body.



Data-processing programs used by public governmental bodies must
allow for copying of data in a format that is easily accessed and
manipulated by programs commonly available to the public, but this
must not be construed to compel a hospital operated by the board of
curators of the University of Missouri to violate its licensing
agreement for the use of propriety data processing systems for
financial or patient medical record information.

When assessing fees for furnishing copies of public records,
research time must only include the time reasonably spent in
locating the subject records for purposes of responding to the
request, and may not include time spent in reviewing the records to
determine whether or not the records are closed or open or whether
portions of the records are exempt from disclosure and subject to
separation.

There is a presumption in any legal proceeding that a meeting,
records, or vote is open to the public and the burden is on the
governmental body or a member of the public governmental body to
prove that such meeting, records, or vote may be closed to the
public.

A public governmental body that maintains its records in an
electronic format must make information available in a format that
is easily accessed and managed by programs commonly available to
the public.


